THE OHIO HOME EDUCATION REGULATIONS:

NOTIFICATION IN A NUTSHELL

IS IT LEGAL?

Yes. It is your constitutional right to make education choices for your child. This right was upheld by the Supreme Court of the United States in 1972 (Wisconsin vs. Yoder). In 1976, the Ohio Supreme Court ruling in The State of Ohio vs. Whisner recognized the primary rights of parents to teach their children at home. Further, your primary parental right to provide the education for your child/ren is specifically safeguarded by Ohio’s home education regulations (OAC 3301-34-02).

Ohio law does not specifically provide for home education; the Home Education regulations are based on Ohio Revised Code Section 3321.04-Compulsory Attendance. The requirements specifically addressing home education became effective on August 1, 1989 and can be found under The Ohio State Board of Education Administrative Code-Chapter 3301-34 entitled Rules for Excuses from Compulsory Attendance for Home Education. These requirements carry the same effect as law and school districts may not exceed, change or alter these standard in any manner. These standards serve as rules and policies for districts to follow.

WHO MAY HOMESCHOOL?

The definition of home education according to Ohio regulations is “an education primarily directed and provided by the parent or guardian of a child who is not enrolled in a nonpublic school.” The parent/guardian is primarily responsible for homeschooling the child; however, the parent may choose a third party (grandparent, tutor, friend) to educate the child. The third-party must meet the minimal educational requirements in the regulations. (See Required Information – Item 9). The parent is still fully responsible for the education of the child.

WHEN/WHO DO I NEED TO NOTIFY I WILL HOMESCHOOL?

Children between the ages of 6 to 18 years of age are of compulsory school age and must be enrolled in an educational situation. Check with your school district regarding their cutoff date by which a 6 y/o child must be enrolled. Notification of intention to homeschool is made to the Superintendent only (not his designee, attendance officer, student services personnel, school principal) of your district of residence. (If your district contains the word “local” you should notify your County Superintendent of Education.) Local superintendents (and designees) do not have authority to issue an excuse from compulsory attendance.

There is no specific starting date for homeschooling and parents may begin home education at any time during the school year; you do not have to wait for the start of a new school year, semester or quarter. When conventional schools are in session, your child must be enrolled in a traditional school or be homeschooling. It is not necessary that parents wait to be notified by Superintendent that their child has been excused from compulsory attendance before beginning home education. It is long-standing, statewide practice to notify your superintendent of your intention to home educate be Day One of the start of your district’s new school year that you will home educate. If your child is not enrolled, or your Superintendent hasn’t been notified that you will be homeschooling, you may be liable under truancy laws. Home education is a legal excuse from compulsory attendance in Ohio. Since home education is an equal and legal educational option in Ohio, homeschoolers should not expect different or less-than-equal treatment by the school district when excersing their parental right to choose the home education alternative. Parents are fully responsible for the notification of intention to home educate and, as always, must use their best judgment in determining how to proceed.

NOTIFICATION PROCEDURES (OAC 3301-34-03)

Mail your notification form via certified mail, return receipt requested. If hand-delivering the notification, be sure to obtain date and signature of person receiving your notification. Keep copies of all your notification paperwork. They are legal documents. It is suggested that you not use the form supplied by your school district since it may contain error and ask you to provide information not required in the home education regulations. It is suggested that you contact a local homeschooling group rather than your school district for an appropriate notification form or letter, or if you have questions about the notification procedure. Home school support groups are conversant with the regulations and understand the procedures and challenges of home education that are not the purview of public school districts. It is neither necessary nor desirable to have any conversations with any public officials regarding your decision to home educate. The supt is responsible for informing your child’s school of your homeschool decision. The information you are required to provide may not be exceeded by the superintendent. The superintendent has 14 calendar days in which to notify you in writing of either compliance or non-compliance with the regulations. If you receive notification of “non-compliance,” within 14 days or the supt’s receipt of your notification information, the superintendent may only ask for information which is incomplete, or missing, not additional information; additional information would not be specifically required as outlined below, e.g., grade level or providing textbook table of contents are not required information. If your school district contacts you after 14 calendar days of receipt of the information by the superintendent, you are under no obligation to provide any further information and are entitled to an excuse from compulsory attendance. If you do not receive one, you should request it. Always keep your copy of your excuse from compulsory attendance with your home education documents. Letters from your superintendent stating your “request is approved,” or “permission is granted: are not in harmony with the Ohio Administrative Code-Chapter 3301-34 Rules For Excuses from Compulsory Attendance for Home Education. It is your safeguarded parental right to home educate. Superintendents issue an excuse from compulsory attendance based on your compliance with the required notification information.

YOU ARE REQUIRED TO SUPPLY THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION:

(1) school year for which notification is being made;

(2) name and address of parent;

(3) name and address of person teaching the child, if other than the parent;

(4) full name and birth date of the child/ren;

(5) assurance that the required topics will be included;

a. language, reading, spelling, and writing;

b. geography, history of the U.S. and Ohio; and national; state and local gov’t;

c. mathematics;

d. science;

e. health;

f. physical education;

g. fine arts, including music; and

h. first aid; safety and fire prevention;

(6) brief outline of intended curriculum (provided for informational purposes only); and

(7) a list of textbooks, courses, OR other basic teaching materials; (provided for informational purposes only);

(8) assurance that the parent will provide 900 hours of home education; and

(9) assurance of the teacher’s (parent’s/designated party) qualifications;

a. high school diploma; or

b. certificate of high school equivalence; or

c. standardized test scores that demonstrate high school equivalence; or

d. other equivalent credential found appropriate by the superintendent; or

e. lacking the above, the home teacher must work under the direction of a person holding a baccalaureate degree from a recognized college until the child/ren’s test results demonstrate reasonable proficiency or until the home teacher obtains a high school diploma or certificate of high school equivalence.

(10) the signature of the parent, which affirms the information provided.

ASSESSMENT:

Your child must be assessed at the end of each “school year” only if you are planning to continue homeschooling. Your child/ren’s assessment must be sent to your Superintendent together with your notification for your next year of home education. You are required to supply an assessment together with your notification; do not send the assessment separately from your notification. The purpose of assessment is to show whether your child requires remediation. There are 3 methods of assessment;

a. results of a nationally-normed standardized achievement testing: OR

b. written narrative prepared by

(i) an Ohio-certified teacher, who has reviewed a portfolio of samples of the child’s work; OR

(ii) or other person mutually agreed upon by the parent and superintendent; OR

c. any alternate assessment mutually agreed upon by the parent and the Superintendent.

The standard used for the standardized testing is “reasonable proficiency,” which means an overall composite score of at least 25th percentile. The standard for the written narrative, or portfolio review, is “progress in accordance with the child’s abilities.” Please contact local homeschooling support groups for information on standardized testing, certified Ohio teachers who are available for portfolio review.

[Note: The Ohio Proficiency Test does not fulfill the requirement of Assessment Options (a).]

Should you have any questions or concerns about home education, whether about the notification procedure, home education resources, or getting started, etc. we suggest that you contact a local homeschooling organization in order to receive complete, accurate and appropriate information about home education.

HOME EDUCATION NOTIFICATION FORM

(Form Optional)

3301-34-02 Statement of Purpose:

The purpose of the rules in this chapter is to prescribe conditions governing the issuance of excuses from school attendance under section 3321.04 of the Revised Code, to provide for the consistent application thereof throughout the state by superintendents, and to safeguard the primary right of parents to provide the education for their child(ren). Home education must be in accordance with law.

3301-34-03 Notification

A parent who elects to provide home education shall supply the following information to the superintendent:

1. School year for which notification is made: 20______

2. Name of parent, address, and telephone number (telephone number optional):

3. Name, address, and telephone number (telephone number optional) of person(s) who will be teaching the child the subjects set forth in paragraph (A) (5) of this rule, if other than parent:

4. Full name and birth date of child(ren) to be educated at home.

5. __ Assurance that home education will include the following, except that home education shall not be required to include any concept, topic, or practice that is in conflict with the sincerely held religious beliefs of the parent: (a) Language, reading, spelling, and writing; (b) Geography, history of the United States and Ohio; and national, state, and local government; (c) Mathematics; (d) Science; (e) Health; (f) Physical education; (g) Fine arts, including music; and (h) First aid, safety, and fire prevention.

6. __ Brief outline of the intended curriculum for the current year (see attached). Such outline is for informational purposes only.

7. __ List of textbooks, correspondence courses, commercial curricula, or other basic teaching materials that the parent intends to use for home education (see attached). Such list is for informational purposes only.

8. __ Assurance that the child will be provided a minimum of nine hundred hours of home education each school year.

9. __ Assurance that the home teacher has one of the following qualifications: (a) A high school diploma; or (b) The certificate of high school equivalence; or (c) Standardized test scores that demonstrate high school equivalence; or (d) Other equivalent credential found appropriate by the superintendent; or (e) Lacking the above, the home teacher must work under the direction of a person holding a baccalaureate degree from a recognized college until the child’s or children’s test results demonstrate reasonable proficiency or until the home teacher obtains a high school diploma or the certificate of high school equivalence. 

10. __ The parent(s) shall affirm the information supplied with his or her signature prior to providing it to the superintendent.

________________________________________________________     ____________________________

                      Signature of Affirmation





Date

                                                                Date

PARENT’S NAME

STREET ADDRESS

CITY/STATE/ZIP CODE

SUPERINTENDENT’S NAME

SCHOOL DISTRICT

STREET ADDRESS

CITY/STATE/ZIP CODE







Re: CHILD’S FULL NAME







D.O.B. (Child’s Date of Birth)







School District of Residence

Dear (Supt.):

This letter is to notify you that I will be home education my child(ren), above-named, for the school year, 
2003 –2004. [If you are notifying midyear: for the remainder of the school year, 2003 – 2004.]

Be advised that I am a high-school graduate. I assure you that I will provide a minimum of 900 hours of education in the following topics: language arts, reading, spelling, writing, geography, history of the United States and Ohio, national, state, and local government, mathematics, science, health, physical education, fine arts, including music; and first aid, safety & fire prevention, except that home education shall not be required to include any concept, topic, or practice that is in conflict with my sincerely-held religious beliefs.

Attached is a brief outline of our intended curriculum and a list of resources, and materials that I intend to use for our home education program. Such outline and list are provided for informational purposes only.

I affirm the information provided herein by my signature below.

Thank you for your courtesy and time. I look forward to receiving an excuse from compulsory attendance for the purpose of home education.

Respectfully,

(Your Signature)

Note to home educator: All information appearing in bold type in the letter must be supplied to the superintendent only of your school district of residence. It is not necessary or desirable that both parents sign, though it is understood that a two-parent family will share these responsibilities. Supply full name and date of birth for each child. Include a separate curriculum outline and resource list for each child. It is NOT required or desirable to provide grade level. Home teacher qualifications appear in your copy of the regulations. Use whichever is applicable to you. It is NOT necessary or desirable to list educational background which exceed the minimum qualifications required in the regulations. Telephone number is optional and it is suggested that you do not provide such contact information. 

HOME EDUCATION NOTIFICATION – Points to Remember…

1. Complete and sign Home Education Notification FORM or LETTER

2. Remember to attach a brief (short in duration or length) outline of your intended curriculum (#6) and a list      

of the resources, materials that you intend to use (#7). Attach a separate curriculum outline and resources list for each child.

3. It is recommended that you do not supply your telephone number, which is optional. Should your school 

district wish to contact you, they can do so in writing. In fact, if they do call you, you may simply request that they communicate with you in writing; this will provide you with a written record of their contact/s as well as allow you time to consider what they are asking for, seek guidance from a homeschool support group or advocate, and respond appropriately. Often school districts request information to which they are not entitled. If you are unsure, contact a homeschooling group or advocate – not the school district – and obtain reliable information.

4. It is recommended that you DO NOT USE FORMS SUPPLIED BY THE SCHOOL DISTRICT. They may 

Contain additions, deletions or changes, which significantly alter the requirements of the homeschooling regulations. Minimal compliance is what you strive for; that is, supplying nothing more nor less than is required under the home education Code.

5. It is suggested that only ONE parent sign the form or letter of intent. It is not necessary that each parent do 

so; in fact, it is desirable that only one parent take on this obligation though it is understood that in a two-parent family both parents would be responsible for the child/ren. The signature of both parents may bias school districts against single-parent home educators. Further, the regulations only call for the signature of one parent.

6. Send your notification of intention to home educate via CERTIFIED MAIL, RETURN RECEIPT 

REQUESTED or hand-deliver it to the superintendent’s office only of your school district of residence. You are required by the home education regulations to communicate with your supt., not his designee – no matter what the district may state. If you hand-deliver, please obtain both the signature of the person receiving the info and the current date. The DATE of receipt in the supt’s office is important since he is required by law to respond to your notification IN WRITING (not by phone, attendance office, or other means) within 14 days of receipt. Further, this will protect you in case of loss in the postal system or in the superintendent’s office.

7. Keep COPIES of all your notification information and all communications with your school district. These 

are legal documents.

8. It is NOT necessary nor is it recommended that you appear for any conferences, sit-downs, allow any home 

visits, etc. You are not required to notify your school principal if you decide to homeschool, nor is it recommended that you have any communications, conversations or discussions with public officials about your decision. Under NO circumstances are your required to justify the exercise of your right to provide for the education of your child/ren. The right to homeschool is protected by U.S. and Ohio constitutional law and specifically safeguarded by the home education regulations.

9. Under Ohio regulations, you cannot be denied the right to homeschool the first year as long as you fully 

Comply with the notification procedure.

10. The superintendent is required by the regulations to respond IN WRITING within 14 calendar (not 

business) days of receipt of your notification, stating that your documents are in order and therefore you are

“in compliance” with the home education regulations; a notice of compliance should be your “excuse from compulsory attendance.” The supt. must notify you in writing of the specific respect in which the information required is missing. Missing information is that which is clearly stated as being required in the regulations. Examples: child’s date of birth not included, or curriculum outline is not attached. You are given 14 days in which to supply this information, either in writing or by arranging a conference with the supt. Unsupplied, required information places you in “non-compliance” and without an excuse from compulsory attendance. The supt. may not request additional information. Should this happen, please contact a homeschool group or advocate, NOT the supt’s office, to assist you. Examples of additional information include grade level, list of textbooks (this is an option, but not required), photocopies of tables of content, parental educational background beyond high school, copies of diplomas, letters from psychologists, etc.

11. If you have any questions, please do NOT contact your school district. They are not homeschoolers and are 

not conversant with the current regulations. There are several homeschooling groups in the area with people of many years experience and expertise in answering questions, dealing appropriately and successfully with the school districts and in understanding the home education regulations and homeschooling in our community.
NOTIFICATION and DUE PROCESS TIME LINE

1. Make a decision to home educate.

2. Fill out “official” notification form or notify by letter of your intention to home educate, providing all required data.

3. Send notification via Certified Mail, Return Receipt Requested (or hand-deliver) to superintendent as follows:

(a) supt. of school district of residence if you live in a City, or Exempted Village;

               (b) supt. of county of residence if you live in a “local” school district, e.g., Kings Local School Dist

4. Count 14 days, including weekends, from date of the receipt of postal return in supt’s office, or from date of hand-delivery to superintendent’s office. (Obtain signature/date of person receiving if you hand-deliver.)

5. 14 days – check for written communication from superintendent as follows – only ONE will apply:  
             (a) Receipt of letter stating your notification is in compliance – excuse from compulsory attendance letter  - Great!

              OR

             (b) None – if past 14 days – you are excused despite no receipt of letter from supt’s office. Request your excuse from the           

                   superintendent. It is his statutory obligation to respond to your notification within 14 days.


    OR

             (c) You have received a letter stating that your notification is insufficient in some regard and requesting that you supply 

                   missing information. (This is non-compliance and you are not excused if the information requested is missing and not 

                   additional information. If unsure, check with a homeschool support group or advocate.)

                  You have 14 days to supply this missing information via letter or conference with the superintendent.

                  Only ONE will apply: 

(i) If you supply this missing information within 14 days, you should expect a letter of compliance/excuse from the supt’s office within 14 days of the receipt of your supplied missing info by his office. (Start the 14-day compliance calendar again. (See Items 4-5(a) and (b))

   
        OR

                     (ii) If you do not supply this missing information in 14 days – you are non-compliant and you will not receive an excuse 

                     from compulsory attendance; may be in violation of compulsory attendance laws.

                      OR

                    (iii) you supplied the missing information, but superintendent communicates his intention to deny you an excuse.

Proceed from this point ONLY if you have received a letter from your superintendent stating that you are non-compliant and he announces his intention to deny you an excuse from compulsory attendance.

6. If the parent has provided the missing information, but superintendent announces his intention to deny an excuse 

            (a) parent must be notified within 14 days of the reason for such denial and his/her right to a due process hearing before the

                 superintendent;

                 (i)  after the due process hearing – superintendent will grant the excuse from compulsory 

                       attendance

                     OR

                 (ii) after the due process hearing – superintendent will deny the excuse from compulsory

                       attendance.

                       (1) must advise parent of right to appeal this denial to a Juvenile Court Judge within 10       

                             days; and

                       (2) must advise parent that he/she may be in violation of compulsory attendance law

                             (ORC 3321.03 and .04)

                        OR

               (b) parent may not request due process hearing and discontinue pursuit of excuse from compulsory

                    attendance for children; child/ren must be placed in educational option other than home education.

7. If parent pursues the case to a Juvenile Court Judge:

  (a) Juv. Ct. Judge grants the excuse from compulsory attendance – parent will receive an excuse from 

        compulsory attendance for the remainder of the school year and must comply with all further requirements,        

        such as assessment.

        OR

  (b) Juv. Ct. Judge denies the excuse from compulsory attendance – parent will NOT receive an 

                      excuse from compulsory attendance; parent will not be permitted to home educate.
COMPARISON OF HOMESCHOOLING APPROACHES

There are as many homeschooling approaches as there are homeschooling families.  Here are overviews of a few styles.

The Classroom Approach – Traditional, School-at-Home, Structured

What is it?
Information is delivered to children by lecture, textbook, and workbook.  They demonstrate learning by oral discussion, workbook, reports, projects, and tests.  This approach is comparable to conventional school with children working on grade levels, using texts, workbooks, testing and grades.  Usually there are time schedules and subjects are taught separately.

Role of the 
The parent’s main task is to implement the curriculum, providing lectures, materials, textbooks, and workbooks, testing

Parent
knowledge and assigning grades.  The parent pursues learning goals and objectives by following the curriculum and a pre-determined schedule.

Role of the
The child in this approach performs comparably in style to a child in a conventional school.  Most learning goals and

Child
objectives are determined by the curriculum and directed by the parent.  Child is the recipient of the teaching, curriculum, and materials.

Role of the 
Curriculum is the critical element of this approach; it drives the learning.  Curricula in this approach tends to be “formal”,

Curriculum
pre-packaged, commercial, and/or designed by another.  It prescribes the use of texts and workbooks, and sets learning goals and assessments.

Pros & 
This approach may produce high achievement on standardized tests in the early years.  If your child should go to school

Cons 
later, the methods and testing will be familiar and the parent will be able to pinpoint a grade level.  Some parents are more comfortable with this approach, especially if other family members object to homeschooling.  Parent and child have little input with respect to the learning goals and curriculum, texts, workbooks, etc.  Children may be taught to the test and master testing versus learning.  Children may become bored and frustrated with material that may not be relevant, interest-based, or appropriate.  Curriculum may not be a good match for child in terms of development, readiness, or learning style.  Children tend to segment learning into subjects rather than making connections between learning areas.  May be considered “mind-stuffing” vs. “mind-building”.  May be considered to be about teaching as opposed to being about learning.

Methods
Traditional, Robinson, Classical

The Life Approach – Unschooling, Relaxed Homeschooling, Unstructured, Child-Led, Interest Based

What is it?
The needs, interests, and goals of the child drive this approach.  Children move at their own pace and learn as the need or interest arises.  They use a variety of materials and methods to accomplish their goals.

Role of the 
It is recognized that parents and children are each unique so this approach will be different in each family.  The parent 

Parent 
serves as a role model for life-long learning.  Parent creates an appropriate environment that encourages learning and follows the lead of the child with respect to interest areas, perhaps funneling other learning goals through the child’s area(s) of interest.  Parent provides methods, materials, resources, experiences that facilitate the child’s learning goal through child’s interests and needs.  

Role of the
The child is encouraged to discover and understand through his areas of interest and natural curiosity and to expand those 

Child 
interests and make connections about his learning.  Child is encouraged to be a life-long learner, self-starting, motivated and independent. 

Role of the 
Curriculum may or may not be “formal”, or pre-packaged; it may be designed by the parent and child using a combination

Curriculum 
of methods, materials, resources, and experiences.  It is driven by the needs, interests and goals of the child and is a tool to meeting these.  It can be anything that facilitates the child’s learning through his areas of interest.

Pros & 
Usually children in this approach do not have conventional experiences with testing and therefore may score low on

Cons
standardized tests in the early years.  Unschoolers tend to learn what they need, when they need it and thus retain it as meaningful and relevant information, recalling and applying it as needed.  They develop skill at making connections between seemingly disparate topics.  They develop strong interest areas and skill levels in those areas.

Methods
By definition, unschooling has no particular methodology.

The Eclectic Approach – “Whatever Works for You”

What is it?
A mixture of different styles and resources that work for your family.  Flexibility is the key here.  Many families start out with a particular style and shift over time as they find out the needs of both parent and child.

Role of the 
Parents observe the child, strive to understand her needs and respond with learning goals and materials, resources,

Parent 
experiences 
that meet the levels of development and readiness of the child.   Parents provide real-life experiences when appropriate, books when that seems the best way, outside classes in some subjects.

Role of the
Children learn in various ways.  Textbooks, workbooks, hands-on experience, field trips, music class, cooking; anything 

Child 
can be incorporated.

Role of the 
Curriculum is often chosen by the parent, perhaps with input from the child.  It may be put together from a variety of 

Curriculum
sources and is a tool rather than a goal.

Pros & 
You are not locked in to a pre-packaged, possibly expensive, curriculum that may not be a good fit for your child.

Cons
Testing may not be a major component, so it is possible that children will not score well on standardized tests in the early years.

Methods
A mixture of textbooks, workbooks, unit studies, real-life experiences.

Again, there are as many approaches to homeschooling as there are homeschooling families.  Some other methods are Waldorf, Montessori, Charlotte Mason, and unit studies.  Don’t forget gardening, sewing, and woodworking can teach and reinforce math and other skills.  Maybe your child needs a structured approach for math, but a hands-on approach for science.  Maybe you are not comfortable with a subject and prefer a textbook or outside class for that subject.  If one thing doesn’t work, try another.  It’s up to YOU and your family to explore, experiment and find what’s right for you.  

This is based on a handout from the Homeschool Network of Greater Cincinnati, dated 02/01, which credits The Unschooling Handbook, by Mary Griffith, as a resource.  Any use of copyrighted material is unintentional.  For distribution to members and prospective members of the Homeschool Network of Greater Cincinnati.
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Please note:  the following article illustrates one style of homeschooling and does not necessarily reflect the views of the HSN or its members.

Preparing to Homeschool for Success

Article from Homeschool.com   sponsored by Calvert School

Congratulations! You've made the exciting decision to explore homeschooling options. No matter if you are new to homeschooling or have years of experience, there are several important considerations to ensure a successful homeschool year.
DECIDING WHAT TO TEACH
Some experienced homeschoolers choose to assemble their own curriculum. These lessons are tailored to their children and the home teacher benefits from the strength of teaching to the child's interest.

Other homeschooling families select a packaged curriculum to lessen preparation time and maximize teaching time, and to assure no gaps in instruction. These families benefit from the integration of subjects as well as the reinforcement of concepts throughout the lessons.
Each approach has its merits. Identifying your child's learning style, especially for new homeschoolers, is helpful. Is he or she an auditory learner, a visual learner, or a kinesthetic learner? Effective home teachers use lessons that vary the learning modalities.
CREATING A CLASSROOM
Another key that many home teachers leave to the last minute is the actual home classroom.
Establishing an environment for learning early in the homeschooling process supports your educational efforts in several key ways:
· It shows the child that the parent teacher is serious about home instruction, and that he or she will be required to meet expectations.
· The dedication of a space to the classroom reinforces the importance placed on the child's education.
· It helps to keep materials organized and available, which in turn makes it easier to select appropriate items for each day, as well as the materials to take on field trips and other excursions. 

Creating a good educational environment is especially important for new homeschoolers, and for students who need additional help in focusing on the lessons at hand. The following helpful suggestions for building the right homeschool classroom were complied from conversations with the experts -- experienced homeschooling families.
SETTING UP THE CLASSROOM
If possible, assign a specific area in your home to be your classroom. This can be a spare room, the dining room, the kitchen table, or a basement area. Ideally, this space should be employed solely for homeschooling purposes so the students associate it as an area for academic instruction. If that is not possible--as is frequently the case--then make sure when instruction begins, the area is clear of other, non-educational items, which could prove distracting. The classroom should offer storage space, such as a bookcase, and good lighting.
A comfortable chair and desk--or other workspace--is important. If homeschooling several children, study carrels are helpful. They provide private work areas for each child and limit distractions. Study carrels can be created by using large cardboard boxes to create partitions that can be folded and put away when not in use. Your child can personalize his carrel by creating artwork on the cardboard walls with markers, crayons, or stickers.
Having an easel, flip chart, or chalkboard available can enhance instruction. You will also want to have wall space available for displaying your student's work, maps, and posters. Access to a globe, a dictionary, other reference materials, and a computer are helpful additions to the academic setting.
ESTABLISHING THE RULES
In some homes, classroom rules come about naturally. In other homes, parents find they must establish rules. These rules of order might include what to wear for class or how to ask questions. If you establish rules, stick to them! For instance, if you are teaching more than one child and one of them is calling out answers all the time, you might consider having him raise his hand. You might even consider posting a list of your classroom rules.
STAYING ORGANIZED
Develop a system for compiling, evaluating, and filing the student's work. Many experienced home teachers use folders or notebooks. If you have several children, try using a color-coding system. Your students will quickly learn to look for their personal folder or notebook when an assignment is completed. Use your lesson manual to track your progress and to make notes concerning a need for review or other questions. In areas where local school officials want to see proof of your student's work, these notes and files are invaluable.
KEEPING TO TASK
Let family and friends know when school is in session. Keep interruptions to a minimum, and use the answering machine to handle unnecessary telephone calls. If possible, schedule appointments around the school day and resist the temptation to forego lessons for chores and errands. Remember that the decision to homeschool will provide you with more quality family time during, and after, the daily lessons!
Everyone can benefit from the creation of the proper "home school" environment. Most children thrive when placed in a proper environment for learning and when the guidelines for their behavior and expectations are clear. Parents benefit by not having to constantly establish order or create a space for schooling. Try including your children in setting up the classroom so that you both feel comfortable in the space.
Successful homeschooling occurs when you select appropriate lessons for your child and create a good environment for learning, and it is maintained by a parent committed to inspiring the best in a child.
ASSESSMENT OPTIONS

1. A nationally normed, standardized test. (The proficiency exams do not qualify)

2. A portfolio review done with a certified teacher. (The proficiency exams may apply)

3. Anything else you and your superintendent agree on ahead of time. (The proficiency exams may apply)

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~   ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Option #1 - Standardized Testing

· Have your child take the standardized test with his or her classmates at your local public school

· It is free

· You must follow school calendar.

· Your child must test with the other children.

· Unfamiliar atmosphere.

· May increase anxiety.

· Also, all the test scores go to the school district rather than just the composite score as required.

· Secure a test yourself and have your child take it according to the test manufacturer’s directives.

· Cost is approximately $10 - $45.

· In some cases, the proctor may be anyone with a 4 year degree….in anything.

· You then turn in only the composite score on a report sheet as your assessment.

· You may contact your superintendent and request that someone else, other than the dictates of the manufacturer, give the exam

· If your super approves, you may do it.

· Again, you then turn in only the composite score on a report sheet as your assessment.

Option #2 – Portfolio Review

· You seek out and work with a certified teacher to do the review

· The teacher reviews samples of your child’s work.

· The teacher may interview you and/or your child.

· The teacher provides a signed statement that you turn in as your assessment.

· Cost is approximately $15 - $55 per child often with discounts for siblings.

· There are many certified teachers in the home ed community.

· You must keep samples of the child’s work throughout the year.
· You may contact your superintendent and request that someone else, other than a certified teacher, do the review.

· A college professor or tutor would be the type of person that may fall into this category.

· If your super approves, you may do it.

· Again, you then turn in only the signed statement from this individual.

Option #3 – Other Agreeable Terms

· You contact your superintendent and request to work out an alternative form of assessment.

· This should be done at the beginning of the school year.

· The superintendent has the right to deny.

· Can easily give away a great deal of information.
Academic Assessment Report*

Administrative Code 3301-34-04

Option #2 – Written Narrative

(A) The parent(s) shall send to the superintendent an academic assessment report of the child for the       

previous school year at the time of supplying subsequent notification.

(B) The Written Narrative academic assessment report shall include the following:

(2) A written narrative indicating that a portfolio of samples of the child’s work has been 

Reviewed and that the child’s academic progress for the year is in accordance with the child’s abilities.

(a) The written narrative shall be prepared by:

(i) a certified teacher,

(ii) other person mutually agreed upon by the parent(s) and the

superintendent.

Accordingly:
I hereby attest that a portfolio of samples of _____________________________________’s work was









(child’s name)

reviewed by me for the ___________________ academic year accordance with his/her abilities.








__________________________________________








Signature of Assessor









_______ (i)   a certified teacher









_______ (ii)  other person mutually agreed 

upon by the parent(s) and the         

superintendent.

*Form optional
